or-Reed party, failed and experienced one of the great trage- 
of yo ward migration. 

ef sroups, the Russell-Bryant party, consisted of ten 
th pack animals, who arrived at Hastings’ encampment (near 
July 16. Bryant, a Massachusetts-born Kentuckian, was a 
traveling west for his health. Hearing of the cutoff, he wrote: 


-mined, this morning, to take the new route, via the south end 
Lake. Mr. Hudspeth—who with a small party, on Monday, will 
of the emigrant companies which intend traveling by this 
‘pose of making some further explorations—has volunteered to 
the Salt Plains, a day’s journey west of the Lake® 


on horseback were successful in crossing through the Wasatch 
‘eber Canyon, but were convinced that wagon trains could 
specially those with large, heavy wagons like those of the 
‘ty. Bryant rode back up the Weber near the present site of 
a note advising the Donner-Reed party to go further north to 
valley, but the Donners had been directed by Hastings to go 
did not know of Bryant’s efforts in their behalf. 
irties were successful in taking wagons through the Weber 
ywever. The Harlan-Young party, with Hastings as their guide, 
on July 20, closely followed by a party of Swiss emigrants led 
ihard. Both parties arrived in Salt Lake Valley without undue 
stings was convinced that the Donner party, which had arrived 
on 27 July 1846, too late to join the Harlan-Young group, 
sir wagons through the narrow, rocky Weber Canyon. Hastings 
present-day Hennefer, Utah, advising them to send men on 
sh the Wasatch Mountains to contact him on the shores of the 
ind he would guide them over a more feasible route. 
Donner group had decided to take the cutoff because of 
sing and his promise to lead them. Eliza P. Donner Houghton, 
itle Sandy, said that her father and others deliberated over the 
lifornia, but were led to take it by ‘‘An Open Letter,” which 
red to their company on July 17, by Lansford W. Hastings, 
Among the Rocky Mountains Through Oregon and California. 
d a ed, “at the Headquarters of the Sweetwater: To all 
: on the road,” and intimated that on account of the 
co and the United States, “the government of California 
oppose the entrance of American emigrants to its territory,” 
on the way to California to concentrate their numbers and 
ake the new and better route which he had explored from Fort 
+’ the south end of Salt Lake. The letter emphasized the 


Lansford Hastings, enigmatic California pioneer, promoted the Hastings cutoff. flea 


“Fart 
Bridgev" 


